


THAT WAS THE NICKNAME GIVEN TO A MEMBER 
OF THE ELITE ALLIANCE POLICE FORCE. BUT 
FOR AUSTIN, A MEMBER OF THAT FORCE, THE 
NICKNAME BECAME A NIGHTMARE WHEN HE 
DISCOVERED IT WAS HIS HEAD BEING HUNTED. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE CORDANIAN ALLIANCE. А 
BATTERED FREIGHTER EDGED ITS WAY TOWARDS A 


SAS 
EEG 
cad EY, 





4 
THE FREIGHTER CREAKED DOWN, AND FROM ITS Z G N С 
EAT BULK, STEPPED AUSTIN, А MODERATOR. 7 7 SN 








A DOZEN MODERATORS HAVE 


ME 
— DISAPPEARED IN THE LAST 6 MONTHS. 
OO GRIN WAS р WHY, WE DON'T KNOW? BUT EACH OF 


THEM WAS DUE FOR HIS ANNUAL 


EA 
Tre NER NEI 
К ЗАТОА 

ASSESSMENT‏ ی 
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7 SAY . BY THE LEDEZEMA TEST, HARDLY 
A САМЕ. WE WANT YOU ТО GO DOWN THERE 


AUSTIN. YOU'RE DUE THE TEST SOON — GO 
THERE AND FIND OUT IF IT'S COINCIDENCE OR 
SOMETHING SINISTE 


THE TEST WAS NAMED AFTER 
THE COMPUTER THAT DESIGNED IT. 


PARTICIPANTS ON THE ARTIFICIAL PLANET, ICON, 
HOME OF THE LEDEZEMA GAME. 


WELCOME TO ICON. I AM PRECEPTOR SHENORA 
KALYAN, THE TEST CO-ORDINATOR, ALLOW ME 
TO ENLIGHTEN YOU AS ТО ITS EXACT NATURE. 




















А5 THE PARTICIPANTS PREPARED, KALYAN EXPLAINED— 4 
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BELOW US, IS ТНЕ TESTING GROUND. THE 
PURPOSE OF WHICH 15 ТО OVERCOME VARIOUS 
OBSTACLES UNDER SIMULATED BATTLE 
CONDITIONS AND RETURN TO SAFETY, IF ONE OF 
THE DROIDS DOWN THERE REGISTERS A HIT, YOU 
WILL FEEL SOME PAIN, OF COURSE, BUT 
NOTHING MORE. AS FAR AS THE GAME GOES. 
YOU'RE DEAD AND WILL RETURN IMMEDIATELY TO 


MODERATED ENTIRELY ON THIS PLANET. YOUR TASK IS TO KILL 
THEM BEFORE THEY KILL YOU. THE IDENTBLOCS WELDED ONTO 
YOUR HANDS INCORPORATE YOUR PERSONAL TRANSFER-CODE. 5% 
YOU WILL BE BEAMED DOWN IN TEN SEKS BY MEANS OF THEM, 
AND FOR YOUR SAFETY, MUST NOT ATTEMPT TO REMOVE THEM. 
REMEMBER, YOU GAIN 10 POINTS FOR EVERY KILL YOU MAKE. 
TODAY'S PASS IS 40. = 





УМ THE ONLY MODERATOR HERE — THE OTHERS 
ARE BUSINESSMEN OUT FOR KICKS, 





N 
I FELT THE HEAT FROM THAT 
SHOT . . . AND I THINK IT 
WOULD HAVE CAUSED A BIT 
MORE THAN PAIN, ~ 


AUSTIN ALMOST DIDN'T SEE THE SNIPER 

BUT HIS IN-BUILT SIXTH SENSE, FEAR, SHARPENED Mam 
HIS REFLEXES. A SPLIT SECOND BEFORE THE SNIPER FIRED, 
AUSTIN HEARD THE LASER CHARGER. 





AUSTIN WADED ACROSS THE ROT-SCENTED 
SWAMP, IN AN ATTEMPT ТО REMOVE THE BY 
REPLICANT'S PROGRAMME MODULE: 


90 


IF I САМ REMOVE THAT BEFORE IT 
DERESOLUTIONISES. MAYBE I CAN FIND OUT 
EXACTLY WHAT THAT DROID WAS INTENDED TO ) 








TN THE CONTROL CENTRE PRECEPTOR 
SHELDON WATCHED THE MONITOR— 


SO AUSTIN HAS 
STRUCK FIRST! 


HE DOES NOW. INITIATING 
(SEQUENCE FOR TOP CLASS 
DROIDS. 


|ТНЕ NEXUS MODEL DROIDS WERE THE MOST 
SOPHISTICATED DEVELOPED . . . AND THEY WERE HUNTER-KILLE! 





FIVE, MAYBE SIX, AROUND 200 METRES 
WAY! ч 


А 





— سس‎ 
ANU зоот HADES! WHATS GOING ON? 
АА THAT'S REAL LASFIRE. چو‎ 








FOR A MOCK COMBAT 2; 
VERYTHING IS MIGHTY REAL . 
Щ INCLUDING THESE INSECTS. 








WHEN AUSTIN REACHED THE FIRST MARKER POST IN A NEUTRAL ZONE, HE USED HIS 
AODERATOR'S CARD TO OBTAIN INFORMATION— ~ n 
4 ۳ 
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20 аб 
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К INFORMATION TAPPING ISN'T IN THE RULES OF THIS TEST, BUT 
NEITHER IS THIS! ANOTHER PLATOON . . . FIVE GROUND 
МЕК TROOPS, HEAVILY ARMED. AND ONE OF THEM'S A 
ўў. COMMUNICATION'S CARRIER. THAT'S NOT IN THE RULE BOOK. 
NO COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PLATOONS AND MONITORS. 
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SO IT LOOKS AS IF THIS IS THE PLACE 
WHERE AGENTS GO MISSING, BUT WHY 
JUST KILL THEM? 














KARLTON — YOU KEEP ON THE 
PERIMETER DEFENCE. IF HE'S GOT 
ANYTHING PLANNED, THIS IS WHERE 
HE'LL HIT— 


IN? MODERATOR, CLASS ОҒ 
. „THE YEAR ABOVE МЕ? Жб 
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THE LASER DISC! 24 | 


GET THE LASER DISC! | 
2 の [ 


ТІ 








DE-REZZ THEM! RIGHT, MR 
N 


u IVE GOT TO FIND OUT WHY THEY WANT 8 
ko 。 TO KILL ME SO BADLY! 








СОМЕ, MY FRIEND . . . 
I NEED YOUR HELP. 





AUSTIN DESPERATELY SEARCHED FOR THE MICROSHEET PROGRAMME BEFORE THE NEXUS № 
DEREZZED. [መ EN [раш 5 ቫ a Al 0 


, . . AND THAT SOMEBODY IS ME! IF YOU 
CAN'T WIN BY THE RULES . . . CHEAT! 





ነ‏ بحم 
WE MIGHT CHANGE THE RULES. ЈА,‏ 
й ^‏ 


by SOMEHOW, SOMEBODY MUST CONTRO! 
THEM . . . WHY? 





Е CHANGE OF RULES LOOKED LIKE ENDING THE ርን, 


WAS BEAMED NL SN ~, we RAL AS AER OR 


89/2 
DON'T un ce 
CLOSE TO. 
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AS GOOD. IT WAS FAST, AND HAD UNBELIEVABLE REFLEXES. 
ў لکت‎ Ж ? 
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S SS 





AUSTIN DIDN'T WAIT TO ASK QUESTIONS. А З 
i % EAT LASKNIFE! 


EVEN MORE BEWILDERED. ۹ = 
а 
д ‘ODD! NO PROGRAMMES 
ON THAT ONE . 


ETERNA 





AUSTIN CHECKED HIS AMMOPAK. THERE WERE TWO GENERATOR CELLS LEFT WHICH HE PUT 
IN THE RIFLE, WONDERING IF THEY'D BE ENOUGH. 





AFTER HE'D PUT HIS RESPIRATOR MASK 
ON, HE GOT UNDERCOVER, QUICK. 
THEN HE USED THE TRACER TO TRY 
AND LOCATE THE ATTACK, 
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INCOMING BARYON DISCHARGA 
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BUT BEFORE HE COULD MOVE HE SAW A REST POINT THROUGH THE 
p UNDERGROWTH, BUT THAT DIDN'T MATTER 
|| UIN INOW. THE GUDER SKYFIGHTER WAS ALL THAT 
i / 7 MATTERED . . . HE HAD TO GET THE 
N ii i АЛ. 





PAIN SPREAD THROUGH HIS BODY, EVERYTHING SEEMED STRANGE, BRIGHT . . . HE TRIED ТОЙ 
CONCENTRATE . . HE FITTED ል DOLBY-13 INCENDIARY CHARGE TO THE RIFLE . . . AND SET ይል 
THESIGHTS . . . ў NE ። У 
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STEADY . . . DEEP BREATHS . . . 


— ۱ 





— 
መልከ IT FIRED AUTOMATICALLY. 


THE SKYFIGHTER DISINTEGRATED— 
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THAT'S ELEVEN I'VE HIT , 
WONDER .. . 





THE SHELTER WAS SO NEAR, YET HE COULD HARDLY MOVE HIS FINGERS WITH THE PAIN— 
ы 2155, ў ўро? RAITT. .. "рад д 
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WHEN HE CAME ROUND, HE WAS IN ል MED-UNIT. 


HE DION 
HIS SOUL 


ER WAS 





IT'S TIME TO HAVE A LOOK ROUND. 


AUSTIN WASTED NO TIME IN 


DRESSING— ——— 
: 3 
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ТЕ HE'S BARRING MY WAY, | WANT アア 
EAS VO SEE WHAT HE'S GUARDING 
ПА NTI . А 
ў Ng ү 
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کا‎ 
TLL HAVE ТО 
REMOVE IT 
1 РА 0 
AUSTIN KNEW HE'D NEVER SET IN 
WITH THE IDENTIBLO, 
HAD TO Ger RID 


СОМ HIM, НЕ 
OF ir 





WITH THE эме 
IN HIS м NOSTRIS, We 
Mor THE 


Tee 

















HE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT HE WAS L( FOR UNTIL HE FOUND I 


SS 
GEHENNA . . - NOW \ 
1 UNDERSTAND! = 


HEY, WHAT AMI DOING HERE?! 44 
E NEVER KNEW THIS WAS PART OF THE Д a 
PROCEDURE. LOOK, |. - - 대 
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THAT'S FENNER — HE'S А MODERATOR. SO THAT'S WHAT 
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TERMINATE HIM! 
по EM ~ 


5248 


- - HE HAS PENETRATED Да 


Е SECRET AREA! 








COME ON! FOLLOW 50 BEGAN ANOTHER LEDEZEMA GAME, NO RULES, 
THE NO BARRIERS . . . NO MERCY. $] 


CONTROL — ል PRECEPTOR . . . 


ls W uW 


‚ M 
AUSTIN RETREATED INTO THE ELEVATOR 








KELLMAN, COUNTERMAND THE 
CLEARANCE RESTRAINTS. TELL 
DOYLE TO MOVE HIS SEEKERS IN 


BUT PRECEPTOR, IT'S AGAINST THE 
RULES TO DEPLOY AERIAL ATTACK 
CRAFT INTO A FIELD ZONE 


Руј — ፌሚ GIVE DOYLE THAT COMMAND . . 
EE < 


е, 








[mssues 1,2 
نبا‎ AND READ! 
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IT WAS ONLY A SALVAGE AND RESCUE CRAFT, TT 
BUT IT TRAVELLED FAST, THREADING LIGHTNING 
THROUGH THE SCORCHED AIR 


ІТ HAD BEEN A [0] 
PLOTED A SHIP. BU! 


IG TIME SINCE AU: 

ISTIN HAD 8 
T HE FELT < 
BACK BEHIND THE CONTROLS A MAN O 55 gem 





SUDDENLY, KALYAN'S NIMROD FLICKED INTO VIEW. 


ቺት mis IS IT, AUSTIN, 
THIS IS YOUR DEATH! 























YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 


UP AGAINST, AUSTIN 
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UPWEGO... 
ICON ITSELF. 
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THE LAST MOMENT, AUSTIN кушы ادا‎ КАСЫ 2 2 ١ 
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KNOWING THAT ALTHOUGH THE NIMROD WAS CRIPPLED, KALYAN WOULD HAVE SURVIVED. 
AUSTIN PLANNED FOR THE FINAL SHOWDOWN. > 


(OU OBVIOUSLY 
МЕ... 
22 


YOU OB 
EXPECTED 











| KILLED ELEVEN CLONES, SO ONE IS STILL MISSING. YOU KILLED THE REAL KALYAN. 
YOU THEN PROGRAMMED HIS GENETIC PATTERN INTO THAT BIOPSY MACHINE. ALL 
YOU HAD TO DO WAS PROGRAMME IN YOUR OWN DE-REZZ CO-ORDINATES, AND 
PLAY THE GAME. YOU GOT “KILLED”, WERE DE-REZZED TO HERE, AND REMATERIALISED 
AM DOING SO FAR? я 








WITH AGENTS RE-ASSESSED REGULARLY, IN 
ANOTHER SIX MONTHS | WOULD HAVE CLONED 


1 / 
\ 
7 
ሬ | AM DOWNIE, CLASS OF ‘90, DUE TO BE RETIRED ON MY A 4 


FORTIETH BIRTHDAY . . . AFTER FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE 
N THAT'S ALL THE THANKS I GET. THIS LITTLE NOTION CAME TO 
R ME DURING MY FINAL ASSESSMENT — I DISCOVERED 
KALYAN'S BODY MATTRICE IN A MED-COMPUTER, THEN KILLED 
HIM. WITH ALL THE MONITORS CONTROLLED BY ME, | SHALL BE 
HEAD PRECEPTOR. 


YOU CAN'T KILL ME — I'LL JUST KEEP DE-REZZING 
АМО REMATERIALISING. 














NV 1 


RETURN ALREADY. 


- .. BUT THIS 
is GOODBYE! 





TO RE 
KISTRUCTIONS 
(O BIOGENETIC 1 
а TO NOTHING. TO ‘OBLIVION 
MISSION COMPLETED. DETAILS ON 
TRANSIT. 


۱ 
AUSTIN ТО PRECEPTOR NEMBIS . 





SORRY, DIDN' H THI 
BESIDES, IT'S POINTLESS — I CHE 


USTIN TURNED AWAY, ACUTELY AWARE THAT IN А FEW YEARS, H 
TOO WOULD BE RETIRED — IF HE LIVED THAT LONG. 


Printed and Published in Great Britain by D. С. THOMSON & CO., LTD., 
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Amonst the many 
“foreign” spacemen was 
Soviet cosmonaut 
Lieutenant Colonel Yuri 
Vasilyevich Malyshev, 38. 
He commanded Soyuz T2 
= June 5, 1980 on a3 








